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Research based upon 

          The Cottages  7 & 9 Haggs Hill Road Ossett                                       The History 

 

 A pair of mid/late 18th Century cottages with 
attached mistal at Lights Bridge Ossett 

  Owned/Built(?) by Ossett Woolstapler Joshua 
Haigh & occupied by Pickard Family 
(Clothiers/Weavers) 1740(?) to 1945  

 Bought by ISAAC PICKARD 1918 

 First floor once used for weaving – access by rear 
doors now blocked 

 Described in 1813 as “ancient premises” & 
thought to be built on site of earlier building 

 Cottages owned and occupied by the same 
families for more than 200 years  

 Remember Haggs Hill, Pickard, Joshua Haigh & 
Lights Bridge as we go through the sources 
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What is House History? 

• In its simplest term it is what it says 

• How old is the building, who built it, who owned it and when? 

• Why was it built there? Can you identify an exact date of construction? 

• Does it still exist? Was it demolished/replaced? Has it been adapted or extended? 

• These are bricks and mortar questions 

• But  is this enough? The house was a home. Who lived there & when? 

• How did they live their lives? What type of house was it and who lived in the 
neighbourhood? 

• What was the land use before the house was built? 

• Who owned the land then? 

• Construct the story of the house to reflect those lives. Where did the adults work, 
which schools did the children attend, what were the living conditions like........? 

• The History of the House is the history of the people who lived there and the 
setting –the neighbourhood – it is also family and local history 
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Documentary Sources 
• Conveyance/ Solicitors’ files 

• 2012-1832     Electoral Registers (and earlier Poll Books) 

• 2012 -1974    Land Registry freehold & some leasehold transactions 

• 1984 -1880    Telephone Directories (www.ancestry.co.uk) 

• 1970 -1704    West Yorkshire Registry of Deeds freehold and some leasehold Deed Memorials  

• 1961                Ossett Year Book  &   Dewsbury & District  Directory 

• 1940 -1943     National Farm Surveys of England and Wales  

• 1925 – 1844   Rate Books & Assessments (Various years within this period) 

• 1911 – 1841   Census records  including Enumeration District descriptions. What they say about properties. 

• 1910                Inland Revenue  (“Domesday”)Valuation.  

• 1905& 1913   Ossett Burgess Rolls   

• 1843                Ossett Tithe Award   

• 1813                Ossett Inclosure Order 

• 1795                Poor Law Rate Collector’s Record  

• 1781-1832      Land Tax Records & 1798 Land Tax Redemption record  

• 1775                Ossett  Valuation  

• 1723                Wakefield Census (excluding Horbury). Ossett was not included 

• 1709                Wakefield Manor Book  

• 1672                Hearth Tax 

• 1274 - 1925    Wakefield Court Rolls for Copyhold land transactions (Yorkshire Archaeological Society, Leeds) 

• Other Sources Maps, Wills & Inventories, Newspapers, Land Auctions, Obituaries, Estate papers, Council Clearance Orders, Planning 
Applications/Consents, Books, Publications, Photographs, YVBSG, Trade Directories, Bartlett 

•  Websites Find My Past address search; Google Street View / Images. Cassini Map overlays; Tracks In Time (Leeds Tithe Awards; 
Leodis/Twixt Aire & Calder (Leeds/Wakefield old photographs) British Newspapers  

•  Get to know your documents – the order in which information is collected over the years is key eg Land Tax Records to 1781- 1803. 
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Where to begin- Preliminary work 
 Start in the present with what you know  

 Try to find the name of an owner pre 1970 to enable access to The Registry of 
Deeds  

 Check your Conveyancing records & contact your solicitor 

 Check Electoral Registers & Telephone Directories -  more later 

 Check 1910 Inland Revenue Valuation – more later 

 Check 1911 Census Summary Sheets  

 Check Wills if you think you have a name – more later 

 Contact The Land Registry –more later 

 Speak to the previous owners and people who live close by- especially the older 
ones! Check your Council’s archived planning records. Many now online from 1974  

 Check old maps of the area to see when the house was first mapped (website ref 
old maps 

  Try  http://www.findmypast.co.uk  which can search by  address up to 1911. 

                         See Example 1 for a Find My Past Address Search 
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Conveyance/Solicitor’s Records 

• May help to discover an owner pre 1970 

• Will show the previous owner and date of conveyance. 
May show plan & earlier owners 

• Is there an Epitome or Abstract of Title ? 

• Solicitors’ records  may reveal more history. 

• If bought from an estate of a deceased person check  
Probate/Will records  

• From 1974 Compulsory first registration with Land 
Registry for Wakefield area properties 

•         See Example 2 for an Abstract/ Epitome of Title 
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Electoral Registers  

• Electoral registers are lists of names of people entitled to vote, arranged (after 1918) by 
address. Introduced 1832 & more or less annually thereafter. 

• Variously available at British Library (complete from 1947) & Local Studies Offices 

• Need to identify Constituency (Ossett  has changed several times) & Poll District 

• Jeremy Gibson's Electoral Registers 1832-1948 (3rd edition. Family History Partnership, 
2008) will give archival location of registers  

• Commercial websites   http://www.192.com/people/electoral-roll/    &  
http://www.peopletraceonline.co.uk/  allow searches 2002-2012 for a fee. 

• Since 1918 the principal division of parliamentary registers has been the Polling District. 
The arrangement within polling districts is normally by street in alphabetical order within 
which properties are in street order 

•  British Library (01937 546060) & http://www.findmypast.co.uk are scanning Registers 
1832-1932. These should be online in 2012. 

• Voting qualifications changes have increased the franchise ie;  1 in 3 men by 1867  

        2 in 3 men by 1884; Men over 21 &  women over 30 by 1918; All  adults over21 by 1928; All 
adults over 18 by 1969 

                                       See Separate note re Electoral Rolls and Poll Books  
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Land Registry 

From 1974 Compulsory first registration with Land Registry for Wakefield properties 

Order a Title  Register Copy &/or Title Plan (£4 each) Shows latest registration details. 
Postcode/address to locate but can do online by mapping 

Can apply  to see if they hold any  earlier registrations(Form HC1)  

Land Registry also hold some Pre Registration Deeds - ask and/or submit FOI 2002 
request 

Land Registry may hold Abstract of Title etc -ask 

Contacts    www.landregistry.gov.uk 

West Yorks land transactions contact Nottingham Land Registry phone 0115 935 1166 

Be careful –there are commercial websites containing the name “land registry” which 
charge much more than £4 for Register copy/ Title plan 

                                    See Example 3 for a Title Register Copy & Plan 
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Telephone Directories 1880-1984 

•  The British Telecom Archives in the City of London hold almost the complete set 
of telephone directories for England and Wales since 1880 - these can now be 
searched and viewed online on a subscription basis at ancestry.co.uk  

• This online collection contains over 1700 phone books published between 1880 
and 1984 and provides near full county coverage for England and Wales 

• Telephone books are very useful for pinpointing individuals in a particular place 
and time - while censuses are only conducted once every ten years 

•  Annually published phone books provide a year by year record of individuals' 
geographic locations - this makes it possible to locate many individuals in 
between census years and especially to find family members post 1911  

• BUT you need a name of the occupier....not many households had telephones 
until post 1950 ....not possible to  search Directories by address.  
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West Yorkshire Registry of Deeds 

• Memorials of Deeds voluntarily registered with Deeds Office 1704-1970 

• Deeds for freehold and some leasehold in old West Riding area 

• Deeds do not include copyhold land (see Wakefield Court Rolls)  

• Searchable by seller for 1704-1763 

• Searchable by buyer and seller 1763 -1970 

• Searchable by location 1704-1787 & 1884-1923 

• Include description of site & maybe field names 

• May provide clues as to the presence of a house/building 

• May include more specific addresses &  site plans from about 1880’s onwards. 

• Pre 1850’s Deeds a problem is often identifying location. Field names & adjacent ownerships  
are often used to define the subject of the Deed. See Tithe Awards below for Field Names.  

• Contact West Yorkshire Archives Service WYAS Newstead Road Wakefield  01924 305980  
Appointments needed  http://www.archives.wyjs.org.uk 

• Copies of Deeds/Plans can be purchased 

•                       See Separate  Registry of Deeds Collections note for more details 
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1961 Ossett Year Book & Dewsbury and District Directory  

• Fifty years ago these documents provided information about Ossett residents  & businesses  
and the work of the Borough Council 

•  In the Dewsbury Directory, Streets are listed alphabetically  for the whole of the Dewsbury 
District with Ossett streets marked with an “O”. Residents are listed within street by house 
number or name. 

• Businesses are listed alphabetically within trades usually with address of the business  

• The Ossett Year Book provides addresses for Members and senior Officers of the Council.       
Less useful for this purpose the Book also lists all the post WWII  Borough Election results 
Mayors from 1890 and Local Board Chairmen 1871-1890 

•  Also it records  a schedule of Ossett Borough Council  land and property ownerships  often 
with date of acquisition, cost, vendor and purpose. There is in addition a schedule of housing 
provided by the Council and a list of important dates in the Town’s history which also includes 
dates relating to the opening of some housing /development schemes. 

• Both of these book are in private hands but check with Dewsbury & Wakefield Local Studies 
for copies 

•                         See Example 4 for an extract from the 1961 Dewsbury Directory 
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National Farm Surveys 1941-1943 
• WWII began Sept 1939.  Britain had to increase home food production. 

• In June 1940 a farm survey was begun to achieve this. By early 1941 some 85% of the 
agricultural area was surveyed - all but the smallest farms.  

•  There followed a more general National Farm Survey to provide data to inform post-war 
planning. Hence the National Farm Surveys 1941-1945 

• Every holding  (300,000) above 5 acres was surveyed, recording condition, tenure, 
occupation, acreage, livestock numbers and a map. 1-5 acre holdings also surveyed 

• Farms were graded  

• Available only to view at National Archives.  Series MAF 32 (Individual farm records -  Ossett 
Parish holdings  found in MAF32/1151/513/xxxx). Where xxxx is individual farm holding 
reference 

•  To obtain this need to use OS maps in MAF73/49 (West Riding) Search for Ossett map  to 
identify xxxx ie the number of the holding.  

• One of the most controversial parts of the Survey, and the one for which the Survey is often 
remembered, lies under section D, 'Management', of the Primary Farm Survey. It was here 
that the recorder had to classify the farm as A, B, or C, and if B or C were due to 'personal 
failings' he was also obliged to supply additional details 
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Rate Books Valuations & Assessments 

•  These records usually list names of persons liable to pay rates to the local 
authority, with a description of property for which rates were paid. 

• The lists show in alphabetical (eg 1844) or street order (eg 1881) of owners;  
tenants (some show sub-tenants),property description, acreage & rateable value. 

•  Some (1844) do not show much information regarding location. Others (1881) are 
very specific 

• All show detailed information regarding the property (eg type – dwelling,mill, etc) 
indicating for example in 1881 the number of stories (sic), size in sq yds, other 
buildings etc associated with the dwelling, mills, warehouses.  

• By 1921 the property information is much less detailed 

• Ossett Rate/Valuation Books for 1844,1862,1880,1881,1901,1915,1921 are 
available at WYAS ( For Ossett see Series WMT/OS/8/1/) 
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Census 1911-1841 
• 1911 Street address, house number/name, number of rooms [eg Haggs Hill Road 4 rooms*] 

• 1911 Enumerator District Summary Books lists address/occupier /building type/uninhabited buildings 

• 1901-1891 Street, often house number/name, no. rooms if under five. Uninhabited dwellings records 
occupied/unoccupied [1901 Haggs Hill Road 4 rooms; 1891 - South Parade-4 rooms*] 

• 1881 Street, Inhabited or Uninhabited, less often house number/name [South Parade*] 

• 1871 - 1861 Street/Area/District, Inhabited/Uninhabited [Low Common*] 

• 1851-1841 Street/Area/District No record of Inhabited/Uninhabited [Low Common.*] 

• Enumerator District descriptions are key to help reconstruct house location [“Pickard’s ” is mentioned in 
1861-1891 Enumeration District Descriptions] 

•  Compare property location from Census to  local map of the time to fix location. Check with 1821 Census.  

•  Compare with other earlier records & try to reconstruct location at an earlier time from the way records 
were collected eg 1821 Ossett census; 1781-1803 Land Tax (more later); 1795 Poor Law Assessment Book 
were recorded by collector following a route.  

• Beware of changing addresses/house numbers as districts expand. The address may be different but the 
property remains the same [eg Pickard 1891 South Parade-1901 Haggs Hill] 

 

• See Example 5 for 1911 Enumerator District Summary Book  

• See Example 6 for 1891 Enumeration District Description 
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1910 Inland Revenue “Domesday” Valuation 

• Finance (1909-1910) Act – a tax on capital appreciation of property due to Public Works.  Survey 
undertaken 1910-1915 

• Survey recorded in Field Books and shows owners, occupiers, interest (eg freehold), tenancy detail, size of 
property, market value & sometimes date of building, number of rooms, building condition, sketch plan 

• Final survey Record can be accessed at National Archives [Kew ] London. Copies can be ordered online. 

• Draft Field Books [aka “Street Index”]  show only property address, owner, occupier  [sometimes a bit 
more]  & can be viewed at WYAS Wakefield. Importantly it provides evidence of ownership in 1910-1915  

•  This is a key document in property search – it allows pre/post 1910 searches in WYAS Deeds Registry 

• You may also wish to acquire the Final Survey Record from Kew. Each property has a 1910  assessment 
number and you need this to order the Final Survey Record. 

• The easiest way to find it - look through the 3 Ossett  Draft Field Books or Street Indices at WYAS (Series 
C243/135 or 136 or 137).Find  your address  & the Assessment number between 1 and 4590 (for Ossett) 

•  Alternatively you can obtain an OS map from Kew (or view one at WYAS – Series C243/) which has 1910 
Assessment numbers annotated (in  red) on each property. 

• You can then order the Final Survey Record by post or online at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk  To do this 
search  IR series 58 for Ossett and your Assessment number will be in a range of 100 numbers each with a 
batch number between 27167 and 27212.  [EG 27168 covers assessments 101-199] 

• E.g. Pickard’s 1910 assessment number was 185. To order it online or by post  quote IR58/27168/185  

 

•      See Example 7 & 8 for 1910 Valuation Final Survey Record  &  Map showing Pickard’s occupancy 
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Ossett Burgess Rolls 1905 & 1913 

• Lists, in three wards (Central, East & West), those entitled to vote in Municipal 
County & Parliamentary Elections.  

• Effectively these are ratepayers and, as rates were then collected door-to-door, 
their arrangement was in street order. 

• Records alphabetically by name, abode (street but no house number), nature of 
qualification/description of qualifying property (usually dwelling house) 

• Not evidence of property ownership – voters included tenants 

• Available from a number of sources to purchase on CD rom [WYAS/Local Studies?] 

• Many Borough Council Electoral records were lost in a flood in Ossett Town Hall 
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Ossett Tithe Award 1843 
• Tithes were a 10% tax on the produce of the land  originally paid by the parish for the upkeep of the 

church and its clergy 

•  Assessment and collection disputes, often fuelled by the hostility of Nonconformists to a church tax, were 
resolved by the Tithe Commutation Act of 1836. 

•  This allowed tithes to be changed into a fixed money payment, and involved the making of an award 
which identified the landowners and the property which they owned. 

• The Ossett Tithe Map shows all “fields” in the Parish. Each has a reference number. Buildings, including 
dwellings, are also shown 

• Use to cross refer to Tithe Apportionments in Tithe Schedules showing the owners, occupiers, location, 
acreage, use (eg meadow,arable) rent charge  &  Field Names. 

•  Field Names are invariably used in 18th/19th century Deeds to identify the location of the land/property 
which the subject of the Deed. Fields often contain buildings/dwellings 

• Field names can change over time. Take care in interpretation 

• The  1843 Tithe Award is useful in its own right  AND it is the only document which identifies Ossett Parish 
field names/locations 

•  It provides a location and owner’s name in 1843 & is a key reference point for property searches on other 
documents eg in the Registry of Deeds. 

• The Tithe Award Map is available at WYAS (series Z20/24) but not the Tithe Schedule**. The Map can be 
ordered online from National Archives as can individual pages (IR18/12746/ref of property from Tithe 
Map). Or the whole of the Tithe Schedule can be ordered from National Archives  

• ** Except check WYAS ref WDP9/383 “Altered Award & Map” 

•     See Example 9 & 10 for  Tithe Award Schedule and Map  showing Isaac Pickard as occupier. 
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Ossett Enclosure Act & Order 1807-1813 

• During the 18th and 19th centuries, enclosures were by means of local Acts of Parliament, 
called the Inclosure Acts to consolidated strips in  open fields into more compact units, and 
enclosed much of the remaining pasture commons or wastes.  

• Enclosures usually provided commoners with some other land in compensation for the loss 
of common rights, although often of poor quality and limited extent. Enclosure consisted of 
exchange in land, and an extinguishing of common rights. This allowed farmers consolidated 
and fenced off plots of land, in contrast to multiple small strips spread out and separated. 

• Between 1750 and 1850 there were approximately 4,000 Enclosure Acts of Parliament. 

• The 1813 Ossett Inclosure Order gave effect to the 1807 Act. The Order records wells, 
quarries, highways in addition to allotments to individuals and their responsibilities regarding 
water courses, hedges etc 

• The Order and accompanying maps recorded the location and acreage of allotments and the 
name of allottees and it also records encroachments (properties built on common land 
without consent) & the maps do show buildings/dwellings and often show the 
freehold/copyhold owners. 

• The Inclosure Map does not cover the whole of Ossett and is not to scale but it does record 
land ownership and properties almost 200 years ago. The Order and Maps can be seen at 
WYAS (Series A108) 

•              See Exhibit  11 & 12 Order and Map references to Joshua Haigh’s ownership  
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Poor Law Collectors Book 1795 
• The Poor law rate raised money for poor relief from the inhabitants of the parish, according to their ability 

to pay. Originally a form of local income tax,  over time it evolved into the rating system — a property tax 
based on the value of real estate. In general, the poor-rate was paid by the tenant of a property rather 
than its owner. 

• Failure to pay the poor-rate would result in a summons to appear before a Justices of the Peace who could 
impose a fine or the seizure of property, or even prison.  

• The Poor Rate had to be collected and a number of collectors’ note books have survived. Several are 
available, eg 1819-1820  (ref WMT/OS/8/1/46) in WYAS. The 1795 Collector’s Book referred to here is in 
private hands 

• The 1795 book records only names & amount paid. It does not record properties. However in conjunction 
with other documents (Census Enumeration & Land Tax records) the route taken by the Collector can be 
identified. 

• It shows the same people recorded in the same order as they appear in the Land Tax records (which 
records owners/occupiers) of the time. These people lived in houses and the collector was knocking on 
their door. 

• His collection began at the Alverthorpe boundary (then at Haggs Hill) & continued across Haggs Lane (now 
Teall Court) towards Teal Town Road (now Teall Street).The record shows Mark Pickard (Isaac Pickard’s 
grandfather) living in one of the houses.  

•           See Example  13   Mark Pickard (Isaac Pickard’s grandfather) was living on Haggs Hill in 1795 
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Land Tax 1781-1832 
• Land Tax was introduced in 1692 and lasted until 1963. It was administered at local level and based on a 

tax quota for each parish which did not vary over the years.  

• Land tax assessments annually list property owners and their tenants. The records for Ossett (Lower 
Agbrigg) between 1781 and 1832 are still available at WYAS (Series QE/13/1/23) 

• They record owners and occupiers (but not sub-tenants) with amounts paid.  Between 1781 and 1803 the 
Land Tax Collector recorded his collections on a route basis. In 1803/4 this changed to recording names on 
an alphabetical basis. Addresses are not recorded.  

• Between 1781-1802 it is possible to re-construct this route by reference to other documents & since the 
amount collected from individuals remains constant. Additionally there is little turnover of owners and 
tenants in this period. Those there in 1781 are almost all there in 1802.  

•  New owners with new tenants appearing in the record suggests new dwellings being built.  

• From 1803-1832 Land Tax records are alphabetical by name. Good for Family historians but less so for 
other purposes. It is possible though to compare annual Land Tax records to the 1841 (and 1821) Census. 

• In 1798 owners could “redeem” their Land Tax liability by paying a lump sum equivalent to 15 years tax 
liability. This 1798 record can be purchased from Kew (series IR23/108/39 folios 121to128) or viewed on 
www.ancestry.co.uk 

• 1798 Redemption certificates between the owner and tax collectors also exist and can be accessed & 
ordered online from National Archives. Obtain the Certificate reference  (eg 66981)from the 1798 
Redemption record and order (series IR24/80/ 66981)  These are purported to often show much more 
information about  the condition etc of individual properties. 

•                            See Example 14 & 15  for 1798 Assessment  and Redemption Certificate 

 

  

 

 

20 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/


1775 Ossett Valuation 

• An Assessment made for the relief of the poor in the Township of Ossett 

• Schedules of land ownerships in Ossett cum Gawthorpe in  1775 in alphabetical 
order of owner and specifies ownership by type (eg cottage,land,croft) acreage in 
acres, roods and perches & value per acre 

• Location is usually specified by reference to Field Names making comparisosn 
possible with the 1843 Tithe Award and Memorials of Deeds 

• Occasionally also gives names of previous owners 

 

• The Book is part of The John Goodchild Collection (Drury Lane Wakefield WF1 2TD  
– telephone 01924 298929. 

 

•  See example 16 of an entry from the Valuation Book [Joshua Haigh jnr “House & 
Lights Bridge Pighill” ] 
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1709 Manor Book & 1723 Wakefield Census 

• A Survey to illustrate the need for additional Church accommodation – A Census of 
the Parish of Wakefield 1723 

• Records all towns in the Parish of Wakefield except Horbury. Ossett is not included. 

• Records Names ( both Surname & Given Name), number in family and number of 
communicants. There is no address information but the records are not in 
alphabetical order so may have been collected on a street by street basis. May be 
possible to construct Enumerator’s route. 

• The Census is part of The John Goodchild Collection (01924 298929). WYAS & Local 
Studies? 

• 1709 Wakefield Manor Book (Edited by John Charlesworth for YAS 1939)  is a record of the 
Manor of Wakefield in 1709 recording, inter alia, the officers, freeholders, royalties 
and rent payers & a description/location of the land/property for which they have  
liability 

• For example “ George Pickard for a house & Garth on Ossett Lights” 

• See Example 17 for a copy of entry from The Wakefield Manor Book 1709 
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   The Hearth Tax Returns of 1672 for Wakefield  
• The hearth tax was introduced in England and Wales in 1662 to provide a regular source of income for the 

newly restored monarch, King Charles II. Sometimes referred to as chimney money, the hearth tax was 
essentially a property tax on dwellings graded according to the number of their fireplaces. 

• The hearth tax was levied at 1 shilling per hearth between 1662 and 1689 on each householder according 
to the number of hearths in his or her dwelling. The administrators were required to compile lists of 
householders with the number of their hearths. 

• Normally each entry cites a number of hearths and the name of an individual who may be the occupier or 
the owner. Where the entry includes more than one hearth, the number sometimes represents hearths in 
several buildings or a sub-divided one. 

• By the 1662 Act certain hearths were exempted ie due to 'poverty or smallness of estate', and those in 
dwellings whose rentable value  was 20 shillings a year or less. The 1664 Act limited exemption still further 
by restricting it to dwellings with no more than two hearths and  no hearth which had previously been 
chargeable could be made exempt unless it became ruinous 

• The record is of limited use in specific house history terms but does provide a  1672 view of the Township 

• Hearth Tax records are available at Kew (Series E 179).  An excellent website at www.hearthtax.org.uk  
with  Hearth Tax Returns from across England and an array of statistical information. The Wakefield Return 
is in the John Goodchild Collection and may be available at WYAS/Local Studies Centre (?) 

 

•                                               See example 18  for  a 1666 London Hearth Tax Return 
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Wakefield Court Rolls 1274-1925 
• The Wakefield Court Rolls are an almost complete series of manorial rolls documenting the business of the 

Manor of Wakefield from 1274 to the dissolution of the Manor in 1925. The Manor was one of the largest 
in England and covered not just Wakefield, but a huge area of the West Riding from Holmfirth to Halifax, 
Heptonstall, Dewsbury and Normanton 

• They record the business of the court baron (held three times a year at Wakefield) which dealt with 
enforcing manorial dues and transfers of land, and the court leet or tourn (held twice yearly at Wakefield, 
Halifax, Brighouse or Rastrick and Kirkburton) which dealt with law and order and common agriculture. 

• Many of the Rolls are still accessible for researchers (by appointment) at the Yorkshire Archaeological 
Society  [YAS] Claremont House Clarendon Road Leeds LS2 9NZ (0113 245 7910). Many though are too 
fragile especially those for second half of the 18th century. The YAS series is MD225. Those earlier than 
1723 are usually written in Latin. 

• The  Rolls record the decisions of the court baron regarding Copyhold land transactions – of which there 
are many in Wakefield/ Ossett.  If it is not possible to trace land or property in the WYAS Registry Deeds it 
is probable that the land was copyhold (until about 1925).  

• Transfers of copyhold land required the consent of the Lord of the Manor and those consents are recorded 
on the rolls – a copy of which would be maintained by the Manor and a copy would be given to the 
copyholder as evidence of the transfer. The transferee of the Copyhold would be “admitted as a tenant of 
the Lord” 

• The  Law of Property Act 1922 extinguished copyhold land but the first sale of land following the 
enfranchisement  required the payment of a fee termed “manorial incident” 

•                                       See  Example  19 for a copy of  Wakefield Manor Court Roll entry 
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Other Sources 
•  Maps Ossett  earliest OS  is 1850; Alan Godfrey maps include several about 1900 &  usually include a Trade Directory of corresponding date. 

[www.alangodfreymaps.co.uk] Invaluable  to plot properties against Census Returns and other Sources. WYAS has an OS series. In addition to 
the OS maps  the 1843 Tithe Award , 1813 Enclosure , 1795 Wakefield Manor Estate (YAS series MD  ) , 1711 Lord Cardigan’s  New Park Estate 
map  (Northants Archives) & Richard Glover’s Medieval & Post Medieval Landscape of Ossett (available in local bookshops) also  provide very 
useful reference maps for house historians. 

• Wills & Inventories  If Probate has been obtained. Pre 1858 Wills available from Borthwick Institute York        
[http://www.york.ac.uk/library/borthwick/] and from Leeds Probate Office post 1858.[Form PA1S to return to Postal   Searches and Copies 
Department Leeds District Probate Registry, York House, York Place, Leeds, LS1 2BA] Wills proved (ie probate granted) at Wakefield can be 
viewed at WYAS. A date of death & preferably a date for probate will be required. 

            Online; Pre 1858 Wills can be searched more simply by name  and ordered from Borthwick on http://www.origins.net  The National Probate 
Calender 1858-1966 can be searched on www.ancestry.co.uk where  information and address of deceased is usually given. Date of Probate is 
also given to enable Wills to be ordered by post. Both Will and  especially Inventories often provide specific details. 

• Church records can also be a useful source of information. The Church is often a substantial landowner in towns/villages & also a significant  
donee .Especially useful in relation to land and development close to Church site. WYAS hold  many Church records 

• Newspapers /Books BMD’s Notices often provide specific addresses at the date of BM&D ; Obituaries will usually say something of the life of 
the deceased maybe including reference to their home(s).Advertisements for properties usually say something about tenure, age and 
condition. Date of newspaper helps date the property. Many 19th Century  British newspapers now available online free/by subscription. 
Several local books too about Ossett/ Horbury/ Wakefield History  

• Estate papers & Land Auctions  include reference to properties, condition, tenure etc  and Auctions usually include plans. Dates of papers and 
auction helps to date the property 

• Council Clearance/Improvement Orders can tell when properties may have been demolished or improved. Plans often available. Ossett 
Borough records at WYAS (series WMT/OS)  

• Books, Photographs, Publications may include reference to the area being studied and identify key dates. Many books are available which 
may assist in dating your property. The Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings Study Group [YVBSG] have a comprehensive book list 
[www.yvbsg.org.uk] 

• Trade Directories  exist back to 1822 for Ossett . Many also give private residents’ names & addresses. Local Studies Departments have  
Directories for most local areas 

• Ken Bartlett  Late local historian & author of “Wakefield & Horbury” Essential reading/reference containing transcribed local Wills (1404-
1800), Tithe records, history of local buildings/locations etc. Mainly Horbury  but also Alverthorpe &Thornes. Includes information which 
otherwise would take many days to research. Available on CD Rom. 

           Examples of  maps, newspaper items, estate papers, auctions & Trade Directories can be viewed following this presentation. 
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Useful Websites 

• www.alangodfrey.co.uk  and  http://www.cassinimaps.co.uk  and http://www.old-maps.co.uk  for  maps 

• http://www.francisfrith.com for old photographs, maps, books and memories 

• http://maps.google.co.uk/intl/en/help/maps/streetview Google maps/street view/aerial.  Also http://www.bing.com/maps   and 
http://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/asearch?search=ossett  

• http://www.leodis.net   A photographic archive of Leeds 

• http://www.tracksintime.wyjs.org.uk  The Leeds Tithe Map project 

• http://www.twixtaireandcalder.org.uk A photographic archive of Wakefield District 

• http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk  British Library site Newspapers 1800-1900. Subscription or Pay to view 

• http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/44wmdl  British Library site as above with fewer covers but free with your WMDC Library card bar 
code . Also enter website via http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/CultureAndLeisure/Libraries/LibrariesOnline/OnlineResources  

• www.ossett.net  Ossett History Website courtesy of Steve Wilson 

• http://www.phpbb88.com/ossett Ossett History  forum and website courtesy of Neville Ashby 

• http://www.hearthtax.org.uk  Devoted to all things Hearth Tax 

• http://www.archives.wyjs.org.uk West Yorkshire Archives Service http://www.archaeology.wyjs.org.uk  WYJS Archaeological  Services. 
Both operated by the West Yorkshire  Metropolitan District Councils 

• http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk  National Archives website 

• http://www.yas.org.uk  Yorkshire Archaeological Society . Repository for many things historic and keeper of the Manor of Wakefield 
Court Rolls. 

• http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/homeandcommunity/yourlocalcouncilandcounciltax/yourcommunity Government website advice on 
genealogy research with links to other relevant sites 

• http://www.hiddenhousehistory.co.uk  Professional House Historians but site includes 

• http://www.english-heritage.org.uk  English Heritage  website including Listed Buildings 

• http://www.yvbsg.org.uk The Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings Study Group has recorded 1800 buildings in Yorkshire. 

 

• This is not intended to be a comprehensive  listing but hopefully includes many that will assist the house historian 
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                  House History – Examples of Documentary Sources 



          Example 1a -  Address Search by findmypast.co.uk                         See  Slide 5 
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Example 1b Address Search by findmypast.co.uk      See slide 5 
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Example 2 Abstract or Epitome of Title            See Slide  6    
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Example 2 – Abstract of Title                        See Slide 6 
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Example 3a -  Land Registry Title Plan                    see  Slide 8 
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Example 3b -  Land Registry Title Register                  see  Slide 8 
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Example 3b -  Land Registry Title Register                  see  Slide 8 
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Example 4  Dewsbury District Directory 1961 Haggs Hill Road        See Slide 11 
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Example 5 Census Enumerator District Summary Book 1911   See Slide 14 

36 



Example 6 Census Enumerator District Description 1891    See Slide 14 
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Example 7 Inland Revenue Valuation Final Survey Record (page 1)           See Slide  15 
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Example 7 Inland Revenue Valuation Final Survey Record (page 2)           See Slide  15 
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Example 8 Inland Revenue Valuation Annotated OS Map            See Slide  15 
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Example 9 Tithe Award Apportionment Schedule Entry      See Slide 17 
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Example 10 Tithe Award map  1843      See Slide 17 
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Example 11 Enclosure Order Entry (part) Haigh                      See Slide 18 
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Example 12 Enclosure Order map (part) junction Haggs Hill Road /Teal Town Road   See Slide 18 
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Example 13 Poor Law Collector’s Account book 1795       See Slide 19 

46 



Example 14 Land Tax Assessment Record 1798          See Slide 20 
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Example 15 Land Tax Redemption Certificate Haigh  1798          See Slide 20 
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Example 16 Ossett Valuation Survey Entry 1775 Haigh-Lights Bridge     See Slide 21 

49 



Example 17 Wakefield Manor Book entry 1709          See Slide 22 
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Example 18 Hearth Tax Return (London manuscript entry 1666)  See Slide   23 
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Example 19 Wakefield Manor Court Roll entry          See Slide 24 
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